In CAP aerial photography, follow these three rules for framing:

•
Frame the image so the target fills most of the frame, but never < 75% of the image

•
Frame the image so no aircraft parts (i.e., wingtip, strut, window sill or wheel) show; don’t rely on imaging software to crop your image

•
Frame the target without using the zoom feature; only use the zoom to improve the framing or to concentrate on a specific portion of the target (e.g., damage to one section of a power plant or a crack in a bridge support)

The 4-Square imaging pattern is the standard imaging pattern for most missions, as it is the simplest and most stable pattern that results in very good images.

4-Square Imaging Flight Pattern:
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Photo Imaging Requirements :

1. Use a photo log indicating target name, picture number, cardinal direction of shot, date, time, sortie number

2. Take pictures in JPG format, highest quality possible

3. Take at least 4 photos using the 4-Square imaging pattern above

4. Review pictures before leaving target, if necessary re-take more photos.

5. Download pictures to computer.  Do not edit pictures.  Cropping  is allowed.

6. Rename photos as follows:

a. Sortie Number, Staging Area, daymonthyear, Cardinal Direction, Target

b. Example filename: 8HQZ19Jan08NorthRefinery.jpg 

7. Upload photo file to FTP site.  Use folder with date of photo, eg, 19Jan08 Photos.

8. Include photo information in sortie tracking sheet, target name, number of photos taken
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